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NC owes $41 million after 
Medicaid errors, feds say 


BY WILL DORAN 
wdoran@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

A series of Medicaid errors 
that went on for years led to 
North Carolina wrongfully tak- 
ing millions of dollars from the 
federal government, according 
to a new report. 


And now the feds want that 
money back. 

The Trump administration’s 
Department of Health and Hu- 
man Services released the report 
Thursday afternoon. It detailed 
how under the watch of both 
Democratic Gov. Bev Perdue 
and Republican Gov. Pat 
McCrory, an error by state 
workers in charge of processing 


Medicaid claims led to an esti- 
mated $63 million in improper 
Medicaid payments. 

The federal government 
picked up most of the tab for 
those payments, pitching in 
$41.2 million that has been 
identified to date. 

The state examined a random 
sampling of 200 cases in 2011, 
2012 and 2013 and concluded 


all of them were initially paid 
incorrectly. Just 16 were later 
fixed. The report recommended 
that North Carolina pay back 
the $41.2 million and also en- 
sure that the state system com- 
plies with the law in the future. 

But the state is fighting back 
and doesn’t appear to intend to 
pay what the feds say they’re 
owed. 


“North Carolina disagreed 
with our findings and recom- 
mendations,” the report says - 
although it notes that the feder- 
al government doesn’t plan to 
back down, either. 

“After reviewing North Car- 
olina’s comments, we maintain 
that the evidence supports our 
findings and recommenda- 
tions.” 

A spokesman for the North 
Carolina Department of Health 
and Human Services declined to 
comment other than to point to 
past remarks from N.C. DHHS 
Secretary Mandy Cohen that 
were included in the audit. Co- 
hen has experience with the 
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Study 
supports 
genetic 
factor for 
obesity 


BY JOHN MURAWSKI 
jmurawski@newsobserver.com 


New findings from UNC- 
Chapel Hill and Duke University 
contribute additional evidence 
to a growing body of research 
showing that obesity has a ge- 
netic cause, and is not a sign of 
a character flaw or a lack of will 
power. 

The study published this week 
in Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences found that 
a common genetic variant 
caused the fat cells of mice to 
absorb glucose faster than nor- 
mal, doubling the size of the fat 
cells. The same mutations are 
believed to be carried by mil- 
lions of people who are unaware 
that they are genetically pre- 
disposed to weight gain. 

Duke biochemist Vann Ben- 
nett dubbed the concept “fault- 
free obesity.” The gene is be- 
lieved to have helped our ances- 
tors store energy during periods 
of food shortages, but it is prone 
to accumulate excess fat in 
modern humans who live in 
developed societies that know 
only feast but no famine. 

The researchers believe the 
genetic mutations have the 
same fattening effect on people 
as on mice, but confirming the 
hypothesis will require addition- 
al research. 

“At this point all we can tell is 
that it is possible that these 
mutations might be also causing 
obesity in people,” said UNC 
researcher Damaris Lorenzo, 
the lead author of the study. 
“But this needs to be confirmed 
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BY MARC FISHER 
Washington Post 


Pastor David Floyd, appalled 
that a president of the United 
States had had the soul-de- 
stroying gall to embark on a 
sexual relationship with a wom- 
an less than half his age, told 
his Alabama flock in 1998 that 
Bill Clinton had crossed the 
line and had to go. 

As new allegations of sexual 
advances by Senate candidate 
Roy Moore on women less than 


m Some church leaders in Alabama and North Carolina defend 
Senate candidate Roy Moore even as others condemn him. 


half his age have peppered 
Alabama voters nearly daily 
this autumn, Floyd is telling his 
congregation that Moore is “an 
upright man” who should be 
forgiven for his sins and elected 
to office. 

Floyd, who for 34 years has 
been the pastor at Mervyn 
Parkway Baptist Church in 
Opelika, Alabama, says his 
evangelical theology has not 
changed in the past two dec- 
ades. It’s just that he knows 
Moore to be a more moral man 
than Clinton was. 
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Accusations of misconduct by 
politicians divide evangelicals 


LS 


Ei 
MooRE f4 


© wore insive 


Embattled Alabama Senate candidate 
won't step aside, wife says. 9A 


“All of us have sinned and 
need a savior,” Floyd said. “Of 
course, moral character is still 
important. But with Bill Clinton 
or Harvey Weinstein or Bill 
Cosby, we’re talking about 
something completely differ- 
ent. You have to look at the 
totality of the man. That’s why 
I support Judge Moore. I’ve 
prayed with him. I know his 
heart.” 

Alabama’s pastors are strug- 
gling to make sense of the 


BRYNN ANDERSON AP 


Kayla Moore, wife of Republican U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore, speaks Friday at a news conference in Montgomery, Ala., in defense 
of her husband. She said they have been married for over 32 years and the Army veteran has always been an officer and a gentleman. 


Associated mess 
U.S. Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., 
left, and Alabama Senate 
candidate Roy Moore 


allegations by at least nine 
women that Moore, the Repub- 
lican candidate in a special 
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